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Administration of Barack Obama, 2015 

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Garissa, Kenya 
April 3, 2015 

Michelle and I join the American people in expressing our horror and sadness at the 
reports coming out of Garissa, Kenya. Words cannot adequately condemn the terrorist 
atrocities that took place at Garissa University College, where innocent men and women were 
brazenly and brutally massacred. We join the world in mourning them, many of whom were 
students pursuing an education in the pursuit of a better life for themselves and their loved 
ones. They represented a brighter future for a region that has seen too much violence for far 
too long. We also commend the heroism of the responders who lost their lives in the selfless 
protection of the students and faculty. 

I know firsthand the extraordinary resilience and fundamental decency of the people of 
Kenya. So I know that the people of Garissa and all of Kenya will grieve, but their 
determination to achieve a better and more secure future will not be deterred. And neither will 
the resolve of the United States. We will stand hand in hand with the Kenyan Government and 
people against the scourge of terrorism and in their efforts to bring communities together. This 
much is clear: The future of Kenya will not be defined by violence and terror; it will be shaped 
by young people like those at Garissa University College—by their talents, their hopes, and 
their achievements. This is a message I will relay to the Kenyan people when I visit Kenya in 
July. Even at this difficult hour, the Kenyan people should know they have an unwavering 
friend and ally in the United States of America. 
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